17. STHREE DHARMA
The next day found the ladies gathered in large numbers to hear
the Swami speak on Sthree Dharma.
Svtami cleared his throat and began - "I am very glad that many
of you ladies have approached me and asked me to speak on the duties
of a woman - namely, Sthree Dharma. As you may see, this is a vital
issue, as the role of woman in society today cannot any more be clearly
defined as in the olden days. What with women's lib, etc., no woman
knows any more where exactly she stands. Nor does the male today
treat her with the respect due to a person who procreates the human
race.
The sthree is the person who is the mother of the future
generation.
Ought not we then to treat her with rather more veneration?
Using her as a servant and a chattel has become man's only
consideration.
As to the woman herself, gossiping has become her greatest
avocation.
Why, oh why has the character of women in general so
deteriorated, so degenerated? She does not discharge her duties in the
manner expected of her and laid down in the olden days by the great
rishis and seers. Instead, she marches and fights for equal rights with
men and contests'in elections.
If every woman's sole desire is to become a minister,
Who will to the needs of her family minister?
Who will her neglected household administer?
In the olden days, women were highly respected, loved and obeyed.
A man looked upon every woman other than his wife as a mother or a
sister, depending on their ages. Woman was venerated as the Goddess
Parvathi Herself. But now, what has happened to that Sthree image?
The woman of today has cheapened herself by dancing in music halls
and night clubs. She has sacrificed morality for money, not realizing the
fact that 'money comes^nd goes, but morality comes and grows'. Gone
is the maidenly modesty, the womanly reticence so becoming in a woman.
They have been replaced by aggression and ambition in today's woman.
Where is the sweetness, the humility so enchanting in yesterday's